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On Taking Meaningful Action to Reduce Gun Violence—From the Presbytery of National Capital. 

The National Capital Presbytery overtures the 221
st
 General Assembly (2014) to adopt the following 

resolution: 

The PCUSA and its constituent parts recommits itself to work with federal, state, and local legislators 

to pass laws that will: 

•require licensing, registration, and waiting periods to allow comprehensive background 

checks, and cooling-off periods; 

•close the “gun show loophole” by requiring background checks for all gun buyers; 

•ban semiautomatic assault weapons, armor piercing handgun ammunition, and .50 

caliber sniper rifles; 

•advocate for new technologies to aid law-enforcement agencies to trace crime guns and 

promote public safety;  

•raise the age for handgun ownership to the age of twenty-one; 

•following the recommendation of the International Association of Chiefs of Police, 

support laws to “require judges and law enforcement to remove guns from situations of 

domestic violence, as well as from people whose adjudicated mental illness, drug use, or 

previous criminal record suggests the possibility of violence,” and to increase police training 

in nonviolent proactive intervention.”  

Rationale 

The entire nation is mourning the senseless loss of human life in Newtown, Connecticut; in Blacksburg, 

Virginia; in Portland, Oregon; in Aurora, Colorado; in Tucson, Arizona; in Tulsa, Oklahoma; in Oak Creek, 

Wisconsin; and elsewhere caused by gun violence, 

Our President asked God “to honor the memory of the victims and, in the words of scripture, to heal the 

brokenhearted and bind up their wounds” and implored the nation to “take meaningful action to prevent this from 

happening again, regardless of the politics,” 

In 2010, the 219
th
 General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church USA approved a recommendation that all 

PCUSA congregations take seriously the pervasive use of gun violence in our country and take various measures 

to educate our membership and our public officials, 

As a church, we, the PCUSA, confess that we have not responded strongly enough to the continuing number 

of killings and repent our failure to demand more of ourselves to ensure that adequate laws are passed to reduce 

gun violence.  

 


