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PREAMBLE: This resource is designed for Elders and other church leaders who need materials that can be adapted for use in their own setting. What is offered here is a resource that is designed to describe the challenges faced by theologically centrist congregations who continue to adhere to the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the Confessions of the Church but which are no longer lived out in some of the policies and practices of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The document speaks in the first person from the perspective of a local church session that is seeking to describe the situation to members of the congregation. 
The reader is reminded that the discernment process is spiritual. This is not a battle against flesh and blood but a battle for the witness and mission of the local church whom God has called and sent. The particular denomination with whom a local congregation feely associates provides either support for, or the stifling of:

· the proclamation of the Gospel for the salvation of humankind, 
· God-honoring, Word centered Worship, 
· Biblically faithful discipleship, 
· the spiritual nurture and fellowship of the people of God, and 
· opportunities for shared mission in the world.  
Is the denomination of which you are a part assisting you in advancing these Great Ends of the Church in ways that glorify God and edify God’s people?  If not, what is your denomination doing? 

As representatives of Christ in the world today, Christians are called and sent to bear faithful witness to the character of God.  We learn to recognize the authentic character of God through His Word and Spirit. So, as we evaluate the ideas advocated by a particular denomination we must ask, “Are they bearing honest witness to the character of God as revealed in the Bible?”  
· Is the advocacy of the denomination (through statements, personnel, offices in Washington, seminary education, General Assembly actions, conferences, etc) aligned with the revealed will of God in the Old and New Testaments? 
· Does it bring glory to God and does it build up the Church into her calling as the pure, unblemished holy Bride of Christ?  
· If the ideas being advanced and advocated are not aligned with the Word of God, then what voices or what spirit is the denomination submitting itself to? 
The answers to those questions will determine the course that must be taken; whatever the cost.  
This resource is available in Spanish and Korean and no rights are reserved by the author nor the original publisher of the resource. 
Carmen Fowler LaBerge, Layman.org 
I. INTRODUCTION

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ, 

The members of the Session have been in prayerful discernment about the issues facing us as congregation in relationship to our denomination, the Presbyterian Church (USA). This church has always been a leader in lifting up the name of Jesus Christ as the only way to salvation. We receive and proclaim the Scriptures as God’s reliable and authoritative Word. The vitality of our ministries, indeed our worship, witness, fellowship and work start and end with these core commitments.
As we have become aware of departures from these core convictions by our denomination, we have raised our concerns through all available channels. We have sought to hold higher councils accountable and we have worked with other congregations across the country to seek the faithful Biblical renewal of the PC(USA).  After the denomination’s approval of marriages between people of the same sex and the denomination’s public celebration of the Supreme Court ruling related to the same, we are ready to admit that our efforts to curb the progressive trajectory of the PC(USA) has failed. 
While we are “in” the PC(USA), we will continue to distinguish ourselves theologically from the PC(USA) – in our mission and in our ministry as well as through our connection with other congregations who share our convictions and commitments.  We continue to instruct the Board of Pensions not to use any of the dues paid by our church to support abortions performed under the benefits plan of the PC(USA) and we continue to redirect per capita payments to ministries that share our commitments to the Bible as the Word of God and Jesus as the only way to salvation. Each year, the session sends a letter to the presbytery informing them of the grievances we have with the PC(USA) practices and political agenda. Each year we ask that our per capita not be equalized from any other part of the presbytery budget so that our act of conscience might be honored.
 
As we expected the PC(USA) has again taken action that is in violation of the Bible and our core commitments.  A majority of presbyteries have now voted to affirm an expanded definition of marriage in the Book of Order allowing for the marriage of two people of the same gender.
 We will not simply react as a result of PC(USA) actions.  We will focus on God’s call for our church to raise the next generation of Christians and love the world in Jesus’ name.  We will make decisions based on what honors God and protects the core commitments of this particular church.

Many of the actions of the denomination and its leaders do not impact the day-to-day life of our mission and ministry, yet our Session recognizes the importance of giving the congregation information about the denomination of which we are a part.  We are connectional church which means that what happens in one Presbyterian church or presbytery, concerns and affects us all. We have heard the calls from members that it is time to begin exploring other denominational options. If you’re thinking “but we’re still Presbyterian in our theology and practice. We’re not the ones who have changed.” You are right. When it comes right down to it, this is not a conversation about leaving the PC(USA) but about how the PC(USA) has left us. 

We all recognize at the outset of this conversation that a decision to change Presbyterian denominations is not a simple one.  To proceed through the dismissal process of the Presbytery
 is complex and has been costly for some congregations. But the ultimate question is one of faithfulness. What is the faithful, God-honoring, God-glorifying path to follow? Once we have discerned the good, pleasing and perfect will of God in this matter, we are committed to doing it, whatever the cost. 
Many of our concerns with the PC(USA) are theological. Some have to do with how ethical moral decisions are derived from the teachings of the Bible. Like other mainline denominations, the PC(USA)’s actual working theology is increasingly divergent from historical Christian views.
 Also troubling is the rapid numerical decline of the PC(USA), its partisan political agenda and the deterioration of relationships with the global Presbyterian church.  The gap between this congregation and the PC(USA), though not new, has become increasingly pronounced.  What follows are some of the major events and decisions that show this ever-widening gap and divergence.  Your elders are clear that our church will continue to differentiate itself from the trajectory that is outlined in the following historical overview.  

After the PC(USA) General Assembly in 2008, 2010, 2012 and 2014 your session discussed the issues of concern to us.
 As a follow-up to these discussions the Session has developed the following summary to enable all church members to be updated on developments within the PC(USA).  

The Presbyterian Church (USA) was established as a denomination in 1983 through the reunion of the Southern “Presbyterian Church in the United States” (PCUS) and the Northern “United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America” (UPCUSA).  We became a member church of the PC(USA) at reunion.

While we have participated in the renewal efforts of the denomination, the denomination has not been renewed. In fact, those who hold that (1) the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the very Word of God and authoritative for all matters of faith and life, and that (2) Jesus Christ alone is the way to salvation, and that (3) God designed human sexuality to be expressed exclusively within the bounds of marriage between one man and one woman, now find ourselves a minority voice at presbytery and General Assembly meetings. The gap between our traditional Christian convictions and the positions of the PC(USA) has become increasingly pronounced.  
II. OUR ROOTS
At the heart of our Presbyterian tradition is a commitment to Reformed theology: a way of organizing our beliefs around certain key principles, including the centrality of Jesus Christ and the authority of Scripture for our faith and life. 
In 1910, Presbyterians enumerated the “essential and necessary doctrines” of the faith:

A. The Bible is the unique and inspired Word of God-- Divinely inspired; the authority of both the Old and New Testament Scriptures in their entirety as the only written word of God and only infallible rule of faith and practice.”
B. The Virgin Birth: Jesus is both God and man. Jesus is Emmanuel and Savior, one with the Father, God incarnate as Mary’s son, Lord of all, the truly human one.
C. Substitutionary Atonement: Jesus’ Death on the Cross for the forgiveness of our sins-- Jesus death on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins is man’s only way for salvation. 
D. Jesus physically died and was resurrected.
E. The miracles of Jesus really happened. 

Although these were regarded as “essential and necessary doctrines” in 1910, in the PC(USA) uniformly they are regarded as such no longer. 

Our local Presbyterian Church has maintained these original tenets and today lists the following as our core beliefs:

A. Centrality of Jesus  We believe that it is through Jesus Christ, and only Jesus Christ, and his perfect obedience and sacrifice of himself, that we are fully reconciled with God in this life and the next.  As Christians, we confess that Jesus, fully human and fully divine, is both our Lord who claims our devotion and our Savior whose death on the cross secures our forgiveness.  Jesus is Head of the Church and calls us to follow him and serve Him in the world.   Everything we do centers on lifting up the name of Jesus.
B. Authority of Scripture  We believe the Bible is the unique and authoritative Word of God, which teaches all that is necessary for faith and life. The prominence of God’s Word over our lives shapes our priorities, and the unrivaled authority of the Bible directs our actions to be in concert with Christ’s very best for our lives.
C. Presbyterian “Presbyterian," is rooted in the Greek word presbuteros, which means "elder." This concept defines our system of church government, structured around a group of elders elected by the congregation—the same system of government upon which our country’s democratic philosophies were founded. To be Presbyterian also means we are Presbyterian or “Reformed” in our theology. Reformed theology is a systematic way of understanding Christian beliefs. These essential beliefs include the sovereignty of God, salvation through faith in Jesus Christ alone, the authority of the Bible for faith and life, and our individual duty to be a minister of Christ at all times and in all places.
D. Evangelical The root of Evangelical, Euangelion, literally means “good news”. We are “evangelical” in that we believe that the good news of Jesus Christ for the world changes lives.  We believe Jesus is who he says he is – “the way, the truth, and the life, and that no one can have a relationship with God except if they first enter into relationship with Jesus. We believe that a personal relationship with Jesus Christ changes us and reshapes our life purpose.  Because God has changed our lives for good, we want all the people we know (and don’t know) to know Him.
E. Missional We believe God has a mission and is at work in every arena of the world we live in to reconcile people to Himself through Jesus Christ.  We, as people who follow Jesus, are to join His work in the world.  We join his work in our everyday lives.  We strive to live our lives in such a way that the way we work and live points people to our Father in heaven.  In essence, to be missional means that the church (all Christians) with Jesus as its leader, is called to Christ and sent by Him into the world that God so loves. Every member is a minister missionary; attendant to growth in spiritual maturity and equally attendant to the serving as Christ’s ambassadors in the world.
III. TAKING AN AXE TO OUR ROOTS
Since 1910, neither the PC(USA) nor its predecessor denominations  have made a similar statement of core beliefs. Indeed, although pastors and ministers must affirm that they “sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith …,”
 these “essential tents” remain officially undefined. Every overture and commissioners resolution brought to the General Assembly seeking to re-establish a list of mutually agreed upon essentials has failed; including an overture in 2014 that the Plenary did not even bother to debate.
 
The Auburn Affirmation, a document written in 1924 that resurfaced in 2000, greatly influenced commissioners to the 1927 and subsequent generations of Presbyterians. The 1927 GA declared that individual presbyteries, not the national church body, would have authority over ordination. Over time, a wide diversity of belief over the five fundamentals of the faith developed as did a wide variety of standards related to ordination. Today we are reaping the harvest of the idea that Presbyterian ministers need not believe anything specific.

The 1924 version of the Auburn Affirmation asserted that Presbyterians must: 

· "safeguard liberty of thought and teaching of its ministers"; 

· prohibit the restricting of church teaching to rigid interpretations of Scripture and doctrine; and 

· refuse to rank ecclesiastical authority or the authority of the Bible above that of the individual Spirit-led conscience. 

 

Since 1924, these have been the guiding principles of the ever-broadening “Big Tent” philosophy of the UPCUSA and now, the PCUSA. The simple statement of core beliefs embodied in the 1910 statement of “essential and necessary doctrines” has been functionally set aside as optional
 and many in the PC(USA) no longer believe them.
 
Here are a few specific examples of statements and actions that are difficult to reconcile with our foundational Reformed beliefs. They are organized chronologically, not in order of importance. 
A. In 1993, a conference entitled “ReImagining God” was held.  It was largely funded and planned by PC(USA) personnel at denominational expense.  Conference leaders ridiculed the crucifixion of Jesus: “I don’t think we need folks hanging on crosses and blood dripping and weird stuff.”  Worship leaders prayed to the goddess Sophia and replaced communion with a milk and honey ceremony.
  The “Voices of Sophia” group continues to meet and had a breakfast at General Assembly this past summer in Pittsburgh.
 The PCUSA staff member who was fired for her leadership and involvement continues to speak at national PCUSA camps and conferences.
 And for those who believe “Reimagining” is old news, a visit to the denomination’s website reveals otherwise: http://www.pcusa.org/blogs/today/ 
B. In 2000, The Rev. Dirk Ficca (a member of Chicago Presbytery) was the featured speaker at the PC(USA) sponsored and funded “Peacemaking Conference.” He stated that world peace is threatened by religions that make claims of exclusivity, and he asked rhetorically, “If God is at work in our lives, whether we’re Christian or not, what’s the big deal about Jesus?”
 In 2001, the Executive Committee of the General Assembly Council, the PC(USA) agency responsible for the conference, declined to discipline Ficca or even to distance itself from his “Jesus” statement. Rather, it affirmed that PCUSA conference speakers had the freedom to express their convictions.
 
C. The 2001 General Assembly in Louisville, Kentucky spent a great deal of time considering controversial proposals regarding interfaith relations and worship.  Finally one commissioner offered a motion that the assembly declare “the singular, saving lordship of Jesus Christ.” It was defeated.  One speaker said: “Religions are like a basket of fruit. Apples and oranges are different, but they are all fruit.  Religions are different varieties of the same thing, so they are all equal.”
  At the 2012 General Assembly, a Hindu priest offered prayers at a plenary session calling on multiple gods.
  
D. In recent years, several PC(USA) ministers have publicly declared – without any disciplinary repercussions - their denial that Jesus rose from the dead.  An active PC(USA) pastor in Texas speaking of the resurrection writes on his blog: “The resurrection took place when the community was born. What rose was the body of Christ. Maybe a body got up; I don’t care. That’s not the point … It’s a symbol of something deeper… What these symbols are talking about are not things that happened; they are things that are always true. The Resurrection is happening now. … Heaven is not another world someplace else. It’s a profound understanding of this world, of that which is not born and that which does not die.”
 
Another active PC(USA) pastor from an Easter sermon online says, “The belief that Jesus died for us or died for our sins or died to save us has been Christianity's theological centerpiece. His death and resurrection are two parts of this mythology. That mythology has little to do with the historical person of Jesus. Details about the trial and crucifixion are literary memes taken from other sources. It isn't that the gospel writers observed what happened and wrote it down. It is what we would call, for lack of a more sophisticated word, fiction.” 
  
E. Actions of the last three General Assemblies reflect a degradation of the role of the Scriptures as an authority for the PCUSA. Before 2010, a requirement of officers was that they live their lives “in obedience to Scripture ….”
  After 2010, this had changed to require the Presbyteries to be “guided by scripture,”
 reducing Scripture from the “rule of faith and life” to a mere “guideline.” Within the same original provision, the PC(USA) rightly required that “obedience to Scripture” included the requirement to live either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in singleness.
 That requirement has now been officially dropped.
 
The 2012 GA bifurcated the Confessions from the Book of Order and functionally reversed the order of their importance.  Where the Bible was once the final authority, interpreted through the Confessions and then reflected in the Book of Order, the reality now is that the Book of Order trumps both the Confessions and the Bible. The action of the 2014 GA to issue an “authoritative interpretation” of the Constitution regarding the definition of marriage provides clear evidence of the subordination of the Scriptures to the wind of popular opinion blowing in the world today.
 
F. Today’s ordination vow invites the pastor or elder to “accept the Scriptures …as a …witness to Jesus Christ in the Church Universal and God’s word to you.”
 This contrasts with the historic Presbyterian vow that asked officers to affirm their belief that the Bible is the Word of God.
 (Historically, the vow taken was: Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice?) The implication of this change to the vow demonstrates a shift from an acknowledgement of the objective significance of Scripture as the Word of God to a purely personal assent only to its subjective interpretation.
Landon Whitsett, a pastor elected Vice Moderator of the 2010 General Assembly, speaks regularly about his view of Scripture:  “I think that Sola Scriptura is dead. … I am not one who professes to operate under Sola Scriptura..   “Scripture is only a reference point to the Word of God, it’s not the Word of God, you know, capital W. It’s only a reference point.”
 Whitsett, who is now a PC(USA) Synod Executive, has subsequently produced an entire series of videos that elucidate his theology.

G. At the 2012 General Assembly, in debates focused on human sexuality and the definition of marriage, one person said that “We all believe in the ever-evolving word of God,”
  implying that traditional understandings of Scripture should “evolve” to conform to match experience or modern popularity. In that spirit, the General Assembly refused to adopt an overture affirming the biblical view of marriage, nearly voting to send an overture for the presbyteries to vote on which would have changed the definition of Christian marriage from a covenant between a man and a woman to one between “two people.”
  
H. The 2014 General Assembly issued an Authoritative Interpretation of the Constitution (AI) allowing pastors to perform any variety of wedding that is legal in their state. The GA also sent an amendment to the Book of Order’s to change the definition of marriage in the PCUSA constitution from “a man and a woman” to “two persons, traditionally a man and a woman.” In 2015, a majority of PCUSA presbyteries have ratified the amendment which becomes effective June 21, 2015.
 
Following the action of the Supreme Court of the United States to legalize same-sex marriage in all 50 states, the Stated Clerk of the PC(USA) said, “The PC(USA) has advocated for almost four decades for civil rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons. Today’s decision by the U.S. Supreme Court is in keeping with that work.”

These examples and others reveal a common trend within the PC(USA). Our denomination, both officially and by increasingly common statements and actions from its leaders and representatives, has distanced itself from historical, orthodox beliefs about the authority and interpretation of Holy Scripture.
IV. THE PROGRESSIVE DISTANCING FROM THE SCRIPTURE HAS RESULTED IN A DRAMATIC NUMERICAL DECLINE IN THE PC(USA) AS A WHOLE
Since 1967, membership in the PC(USA) has been in a free-fall: 
[image: image1.png]Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC)
Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians (ECO)
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA)
[Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church
Independent Presbyterian

Evangelical Covenant Church

Korean Presbyterian Church in America
Conservative Congregational Christian Church
Evangelical Free Church

Other independent congregation

Mainline denomination

Unknown denomination

Total
Total minus Mainline

Congregations
251
99
7

2
1
5
2
1
1
0]

13
5

396
383

Members
74,365
38,324

550
96
459
861
286
65
80
959
650
1,829

118,524
117,874





· In 1967, the combined membership of the two pre-cursor denominations was over 4.2 million. At Reunion in 1983, the combined total was 3.1 million. There has never been a year of membership growth in the history of the PCUSA as a reunited denomination.
· There are just fewer than 1.7 million PCUSA members and the denomination has lost 645,895 members in the past decade.

· The PC(USA) has lost 15% of its membership in the past three years.
 

· The median size church in the PC(USA) is now under 90 members.

· Thousands of our smaller churches are unable to afford a pastor.

· The number of churches in the PC(USA) has declined as well. 
According to a presentation by the Research Services staff to a national Religious Research Association event in October 2014: 396 churches have departed the PCUSA for other denominations since 2005.
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These numbers do not reflect the same realities being realized by receiving denominations. 

According to the ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians, 200 congregations have left the PC(USA) and joined ECO since its inception in 2012. Seventy-seven churches were received by ECO in 2014 and 17 were received in the first qtr of 2015. 

At their 2013 General Assembly meeting, the EPC Stated Clerk, Jeffrey Jeremiah, reported that between 2007 and May 2013, the EPC had received 260 churches by transfer from the PCUSA. Between June 2014 and May 2015 the EPC received another 46 churches formerly affiliated with the PCUSA. That’s nearly 500 PCUSA congregations that have intentionally realigned from the PCUSA to just two other Presbyterian denominations in the past ten years.
 And, according to the Research Services’ presentation, the trend has been accelerating. 
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The PC(USA)’s afflictions are not limited to declining membership numbers. There are financial and governance concerns as well.
 Recently, the denomination’s chief executive officer, Linda Valentine, resigned.
 The denomination faces two defamation suits from senior level, notably evangelical, staff members “released” by the Presbyterian Mission Agency Board in recent months.

The current financial trends in the denomination threaten the World Mission efforts. Hunter Farrell, the PC(USA)’s director of World Missions reported to the Presbyterian Mission Agency Board in April 2015 that projections show World Mission faces an immediate $925,000 shortfall and a $4.5 million shortfall by 2017. A full quarter (40) of the denomination’s 162 mission co-workers would be have to be recalled unless new funds are identified.

The Presbyterian Churches in Mexico, Brazil, and Ghana, among others, have formally disassociated themselves from any connection to the PC(USA). Presbyterian denominations in other countries are lining up to take the same action.
 
V. OUR RESPONSE
Many may be asking themselves, “If things in the PC(USA) are so bad, why doesn’t our church leave and join another Reformed body as many other churches are doing?”  
The answer to this question is complex. It involves analysis of limited ecclesiastical procedures and denominational alternatives and difficult questions of civil law and property – and the answers vary from presbytery to presbytery, state to state, and church to church.  The Session is planning listening sessions, town hall type Q&A sessions as well as presentations and informational meetings as we explore together the issues confronting the PC(USA) and God’s particular calling for our church. 
As we proceed in these conversations, we must remember that if the PC(USA) seems fallen, so too is the world in which we live – and to which we are called to be salt and light.  Scripture tells us that our high calling in Jesus Christ means that we need not be “of” the world even though we are still “in” the world.  Some churches have concluded that leaving the PC(USA) is a faithful option to which God has called them.  Other churches have felt that staying in the PC(USA) is the faithful option to which they have called – a denomination where they are called to missionaries, calling the Church to return to her first love, Jesus Christ. 
In light of eternity, the most important thing is not whether we are “in” or “out”, but whether we are “in” but not “of”.  Above all, we are seeking to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. We seek to be salt and light - proclaiming God’s truth and inviting all to experience His redeeming grace and love in Jesus Christ. We must remember that whatever our denominational affiliation, the Lord calls us to live and serve in the world – where the issues of human sexuality and Biblical morality remain relevant. 
As Elders, we acknowledge that we are actively engaged in a spiritual battle for the life and witness of this local church in the community where God has called us together and into which He sends us as living demonstrations of His grace and truth. We need to approach this as a spiritual battle and remind one another continually that this is not a battle against flesh and blood but against the powers and principalities of ideas that besmirch the character of God’s holiness, the veracity of His Word and the effectual nature of His Son’s atoning sacrifice upon the Cross. With that in mind, we have organized a prayer initiative during this season of discernment. If you, or someone you know, is a prayer warrior, you are hereby called to enlist with ______.

These are not trivial matters. These are substantive theological matters and we are committed to glorifying God and following Christ no matter the cost. 

We trust that our fellow members are ardently praying for those elected to lead this local congregation. We covet your prayers and we invite open honest conversations about the issues confronting us. Please contact one of the elders on the accompanying sheet to have a personal conversation about the matters raised in this document.
 

We remain faithfully Christ’s in service to His Church, 

The Elders of your Presbyterian Church 

APPENDIX
Many of you have raised concerns about specific social witness positions and the politics of the PC(USA). Your elders observe that over the course of decades, the PCUSA has shifted focus from “the proclamation of the Gospel for the salvation of humankind” to an increasingly partisan political agenda. However, because we believe that Christians can have variant attitudes about these matters, we chose not to make this a substantive part of this congregational communication. Respecting that those who have asked deserve to be answered, we offer the following observations. 
Part of the reason PC(USA) is moving further away from the roots of our Reformed tradition can be tied to the influence of modern politics on theological positions. In 2012 Ross Douthat, a New York Times columnist, wrote a book entitled Bad Religion.
 In this book, Douthat draws a distinction between churches and denominations that have held to biblical teaching (resistance) and those that sought to be “relevant” and “inclusive” at the expense of historic theological convictions and moral teaching (accommodation). As an example of the accommodation movement amongst churches, Douthat writes, “…politics rather than theology was increasingly regarded as the central mission of the church.”
 “Orthodox belief wasn’t officially abandoned; it was merely downgraded, declared optional, and generally ignored.”
 

Unfortunately, the PC(USA) is an example of this propensity to elevate politics over theological fidelity.  In the early seventies, for example, the General Assembly provided money for the defense fund of Angela Davis, a Communist activist accused of conspiracy in the kidnap and murder of a judge.
  This action was the beginning of 40 years of leftward political involvement which included such diverse causes as support of Marxist rebels in Latin America and calls for various boycotts against various corporations such as Nestle, Taco Bell
, Publix and Ahava Dead Sea products.
 
The trend continues unabated today, as evidenced by a host of political overtures and policy statements at the 2012 General Assembly including: advocacy for the occupy movement, liberal immigration policies, farm bills divestment, full access to reproductive health care (including access to abortion services), boycott of states that seek to enforce federal immigration laws and advocacy against all forms of corporal punishment including use by parents in the home. 
  Some see the 2014 GA action to “divest” from Caterpillar, Motorola Solutions, and Hewlett-Packard because their products are used for “non-peaceful” purposes by the nation of Israel as an example of this activist vein.

ENDNOTES and REFERENCES
� The ways in which your particular church distinguishes itself will need to be added here. This description is illustrative of what some churches are doing.





� Final tally on Amendment 14F to redefine marriage in PCUSA Book of Order: � HYPERLINK "http://www.layman.org/voting-chart-amendment-14-f-changing-definition-marriage/" �http://www.layman.org/voting-chart-amendment-14-f-changing-definition-marriage/� 





� There is not a fully comprehensive list of presbytery dismissal policies. However, a partial list is available here: � HYPERLINK "http://www.layman.org/separation-dismissal-policies/" �http://www.layman.org/separation-dismissal-policies/�





� Resources on this conversation from the Office of Theology and Worship of the PCUSA: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pcusa.org/resource/committed-conversation-joseph-d-small-church-issue/" �http://www.pcusa.org/resource/committed-conversation-joseph-d-small-church-issue/� 





� This document should be edited to include specific information from historical Session communications, newsletters, etc. 





� The history of Presbyterianism in the U.S. is complicated. There have been numerous branches, divisions, and some reunions. The following graphic is available for download at: http://www.history.pcusa.org/history-online/presbyterian-history/family-tree-presbyterian-denominations


�





� These 5 points were made in “The Doctrinal Deliverance of 1910”.  The document was produced by the Committee on Bills and Overtures of the General Assembly of the PCUSA.  It was produced in response to candidates who were ordained even though they did not affirm the doctrine of the virgin birth.  





� The document should be amended to include the names and contact information of the Elders or denominational task force designated by your Session. People need to know that there is an openness to the Q&A and they need to be shepherded through a process. They need to be confident in the spiritual leadership of the Elders and they also need to be free to share their feelings, concerns, convictions and fears.





� “Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God?” W-4.4003 (Book of Order 2011/2013





� The most recent effort to re-establish essential tenets was defeated by the 2014 GA without debate: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pc-biz.org/PC-Biz.WebApp_deploy/(S(qksvlos1setr1f4ywgusni4h))/E" �http://www.pc-biz.org/PC-Biz.WebApp_deploy/(S(qksvlos1setr1f4ywgusni4h))/E�. 





� The Rev. John Shuck is a case in point: � HYPERLINK "http://www.patheos.com/blogs/friendlyatheist/2015/03/17/im-a-presbyterian-minister-who-doesnt-believe-in-god-2/" �http://www.patheos.com/blogs/friendlyatheist/2015/03/17/im-a-presbyterian-minister-who-doesnt-believe-in-god-2/�





� You very likely have examples from your own presbytery that you could present here. Read the statements of faith of pastors and candidates in your presbytery packet. Visit the websites of other area PCUSA churches and document the “beliefs” expressed. See if there are churches affiliated with the “progressive” church movement and then call and ask what the pastors of those churches believe about the Bible, Jesus as the only way to salvation, the necessity of Christ’s atoning death, His Virgin birth, bodily resurrection and miracles. The idea here is not to set out on hunt for heresy. The idea here is to help you and your congregation understand that Presbyterians in the PCUSA espouse beliefs that are foreign to the historic Christian faith.





� The PC(USA) requires ministers to answer in the affirmative that they accept the “essential tenets” of the Reformed faith, while at the same time declining to detail what those tenets are, other than noting that they are contained somewhere in some undefined way in the “confessions of our church.” Other Presbyterian organizations, however, have offered to fill in the missing content. The Presbyterian Coalition has a list of the “Essential Tenets of the Reformed Faith” at this website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.presbycoalition.org/Essential_tenets_10_11.pdf" �http://www.presbycoalition.org/Essential_tenets_10_11.pdf� 





� Christopher Lensch, ““RE-IMAGINING” REVIEW: RADICAL FEMINISM IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING.” WRS Journal 10/1 (February 2003)  at pp. 9-11 (found at: � HYPERLINK "http://wrs.edu/Materials_for_Web_Site/Journals/10-1%20Feb-2003/Lensch%20-%20Re-imagining%20Update.pdf" �http://wrs.edu/Materials_for_Web_Site/Journals/10-1%20Feb-2003/Lensch%20-%20Re-imagining%20Update.pdf�). This article mentions a telling comment by Sylvia Dooling of “Voices of Orthodox Women” of the PCUSA. “She concluded that Re-Imagining is not a fringe movement; on the contrary, it is growing within the mainline denominations. Re-Imagining has forsaken the rich heritage of biblical Christianity for post-modern relativism and hedonism.”





� The PC(USA) reported the event on its news service: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pcusa.org/news/2012/7/7/voices-sophia-breakfast-thorson-smith-reflects-bac/" �http://www.pcusa.org/news/2012/7/7/voices-sophia-breakfast-thorson-smith-reflects-bac/�. Sophia is the Goddess of wisdom within the Neopagan and New Age movements, as well as within feminist-inspired Goddess spirituality. According to the PC(USA) report, the “Voices of Sophia” outlined its own “future of the church” that included: giving attention to inclusive, expansive language for God; speaking truth to power about warmongering, sable-rattling, and more; recognizing the earth as an endangered species; and building coalitions with other faith communities.





� Mary Ann Lundy: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ghostranch.org/instructors/mary-ann-lundy/" �http://www.ghostranch.org/instructors/mary-ann-lundy/�





� Rev. Dick Ficca, “Uncommon Ground: Living Faithfully In A Diverse World,” address presented at the 2000 Peacemaking Conference, July 26-29, 2000, Chapman University, Orange, California (found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.witherspoonsociety.org/ficca_address.htm" �http://www.witherspoonsociety.org/ficca_address.htm�).





�The PC(USA) reported the event on its news service: � HYPERLINK "http://archive.wfn.org/2001/03/msg00090.html" �http://archive.wfn.org/2001/03/msg00090.html� . 21 sessions and one presbytery asked the General Assembly Council to discipline Ficca  and to disavow his statements. 





� Timothy Sakelos spoke these words at the 2001 GA.  See Parker Williamson’s Broken Covenant: Signs of A Shattered Communion:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.bhchurch.org/broken_covenant.htm" �http://www.bhchurch.org/broken_covenant.htm� for a transcript of the debate by commissioners.





� � HYPERLINK "http://naminghisgrace.blogspot.com/2012/07/220th-general-assembly-of-presbyterian.html" �http://naminghisgrace.blogspot.com/2012/07/220th-general-assembly-of-presbyterian.html�:  “During one session of the plenary a Hindu priest offered prayer chants. He was Nagali Srinivasa who is a follower of ‘Lord’ Venkateswara who is a manifestation of the god Vishnu. Venkateswara is the Hindu god who destroys sin.”





� William Martin, “Faith Bases: Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church”, Texas Monthly ( January 2007)(found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.texasmonthly.com/2007-01-01/faithbases.php" �http://www.texasmonthly.com/2007-01-01/faithbases.php� )





�   Sermon from Rev. John Shuck, pastor at First Presbyterian Elizabethton , Tennessee (see blog http://www.shuckandjive.blogspot.com/2010_03_01_archive.html )





� “Those who are called to office in the church are to lead a life in obedience to Scripture and in conformity to the historic confessional standards of the church.” G-6.0106(b) (Book of Order 2007/2009) (Emphasis added)





� “Councils shall be guided by Scripture and the confessions in applying standards to individual candidates.” G-2.0104(b) (Book of Order 2011/2012)  (Emphasis added)





� G-6.0106(b) (Book of Order 2007/2009). Faithful Christian living includes all aspects of our daily lives, including our sexual behavior. One prominent theme of Scripture is that we should avoid all forms of sexual immorality. Jesus put sexual immorality in the same category as murder, adultery, theft, false testimony, and slander. Matt. 15:19. Paul said, “Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body.” 1 Cor. 6:18.





� The 2012 General Assembly rejected an overture that would have reinstated this requirement. 





� At the 2012 GA, The Committee on Civil Unions and Marriage Issues brought its recommendation to amend the definition of marriage in the Book of Order (W-4.9000) by changing the words "a man and a woman" to "two people." A commissioner asked the moderator to rule the recommendation out of order, since Robert's Rules of Order (section 10, p. 111, lines 4-6) indicates that motions that conflict with a body's constitution are out of order, and since Part I of the Constitution, The Book of Confessions, clearly and repeatedly defines marriage as including one man and one woman (Second Helvetic Confession, 5.246; Westminster Confession of Faith, 6.131 and 6.133; and Confession of 1967, 9.47).





The stated clerk of the General Assembly advised, the moderator ruled, and, on appeal, the Assembly concurred (70% to 30%), that our creeds, catechisms, and confessions of faith have nothing to do with the governance of the life of the church. That is to say, what the Book of Order (Part II of the Constitution) says about marriage or anything else does not have to agree with, or even relate to, The Book of Confessions. This is now a matter of record. Put it on your calendar: July 6, 2012.  


Other actions of the 2012 GA related to the bifurcation of the Confessions from the Book of Order is explored here: � HYPERLINK "http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs079/1103274555079/archive/1110598521672.html" �http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs079/1103274555079/archive/1110598521672.html� �Related actions of the 2014 GA are explored here:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.layman.org/calling-bluff-hope-keeping-general-assembly-erring/" �http://www.layman.org/calling-bluff-hope-keeping-general-assembly-erring/�





� G-4.4003(b) (Book of Order 2011/2013). 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pcahistory.org/bco/fog/21/05.html" �http://www.pcahistory.org/bco/fog/21/05.html� 





� [cite]. It’s not just Scripture that former Vice-Moderator Whitset repudiates. At the 2012 General Assembly, he suggested that Holy Communion does not represent the atoning act of Jesus, but that atonement occurs “wherever bread is broken.” � HYPERLINK "http://naminghisgrace.blogspot.com/2012/07/220th-general-assembly-of-presbyterian.html" �http://naminghisgrace.blogspot.com/2012/07/220th-general-assembly-of-presbyterian.html�. 





� Landon Whitsett’s teachings are explored in this blog post which links to the videos: � HYPERLINK "http://naminghisgrace.blogspot.com/2015/05/talking-about-jesus-or-not.html" �http://naminghisgrace.blogspot.com/2015/05/talking-about-jesus-or-not.html�





� This statement was made by an overture advocate in testimony to the PC(USA) Civil Union and Marriage Committee of the 2012 General Assembly. The advocate supported a change to the definition of marriage.





� � HYPERLINK "http://oga.pcusa.org/section/ga/ga221/ga221-marriage/" �http://oga.pcusa.org/section/ga/ga221/ga221-marriage/�





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.pcusa.org/news/2015/6/26/pcusa-celebrates-supreme-court-decision-same-gende/" �http://www.pcusa.org/news/2015/6/26/pcusa-celebrates-supreme-court-decision-same-gende/� 


� GAJunkie, Steve Salyards, offers analysis of the 2014 statistics released by the OGA of the PCUSA: � HYPERLINK "http://blog.gajunkie.com/?p=1687" �http://blog.gajunkie.com/?p=1687�





� To see demographic slides presented at the 2012 General Assembly, go to  � HYPERLINK "https://www.pc-biz.org/Resources/63b6c294-c4f9-4fc1-b02a-342f705bd98a/Demographic%20slides%20for%20GA.pdf" �https://www.pc-biz.org/Resources/63b6c294-c4f9-4fc1-b02a-342f705bd98a/Demographic%20slides%20for%20GA.pdf� . To see latest statistics available from the denomination, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.pcusa.org/resource/2014-summaries-statistics-comparative-summaries/" �http://www.pcusa.org/resource/2014-summaries-statistics-comparative-summaries/� For article and interviews on recent statistics, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.christianpost.com/news/pcusa-membership-dips-below-2-million-77112/" �http://www.christianpost.com/news/pcusa-membership-dips-below-2-million-77112/�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.christianpost.com/news/pcusa-decline-in-churches-members-continued-in-2013-120725/" �http://www.christianpost.com/news/pcusa-decline-in-churches-members-continued-in-2013-120725/�


� HYPERLINK "http://blog.gajunkie.com/?p=1687" �http://blog.gajunkie.com/?p=1687�


 


� Presentation by PCUSA Research Services staff at a national conference in October 2014: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pcusa.org/resource/congregations-leaving-presbyterian-church-us/" �http://www.pcusa.org/resource/congregations-leaving-presbyterian-church-us/� 


� The OGA does not share a list of the congregations that have left the PCUSA. However, there is a partial list available here: � HYPERLINK "http://www.layman.org/discern/" �http://www.layman.org/discern/� Click on the resources titled: “� HYPERLINK "http://www.layman.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/churches-seeking-discernment.xls" �Churches that are seeking to leave or have left the PCUSA for another Reformed body�.” You can open it either as a pdf or in Excel which you can then sort for information of interest to you. 





� “Where to start untangling governance, transparency and finances in the PCUSA” � HYPERLINK "http://pres-outlook.org/2015/03/where-to-start-untangling-governance-transparency-and-finances-in-the-pcusa/" �http://pres-outlook.org/2015/03/where-to-start-untangling-governance-transparency-and-finances-in-the-pcusa/� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.layman.org/pmab-no-per-capita-money-spent-on-1001-investigation/" �http://www.layman.org/pmab-no-per-capita-money-spent-on-1001-investigation/� 





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.pcusa.org/news/2015/6/16/linda-valentine-resigns-post-as-executive-director/" �http://www.pcusa.org/news/2015/6/16/linda-valentine-resigns-post-as-executive-director/� 





� Roger Dermody defamation suit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.layman.org/dermody-files-lawsuit-pcusas-statements-were-false-and-defamatory/" �http://www.layman.org/dermody-files-lawsuit-pcusas-statements-were-false-and-defamatory/� �Eric Hoey defamation suit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.layman.org/eric-hoey-files-defamation-lawsuit-against-pcusa/" �http://www.layman.org/eric-hoey-files-defamation-lawsuit-against-pcusa/�





� World Mission shortfall: � HYPERLINK "http://pres-outlook.org/2015/04/world-mission-financial-shortfall-will-pcusa-mission-co-workers-be-recalled/" �http://pres-outlook.org/2015/04/world-mission-financial-shortfall-will-pcusa-mission-co-workers-be-recalled/�





� To view video of Hunter Farrell, Director of World Mission, responding to a question concerning PC(USA) global partners who would break ties with the denomination if the PC(USA) voted to change the definition of marriage � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijLAOX67dEA" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijLAOX67dEA�   





� The name and contact information for the Elder designated to oversee and shepherd the prayer effort should be inserted here.





� The document should be amended to include the names and contact information of the Elders or denominational task force designated by your Session. People need to know that there is an openness to the Q&A and they need to be shepherded through a process. They need to be confident in the spiritual leadership of the Elders and they also need to be free to share their feelings, concerns, convictions and fears.





� Ross Gregory Douthat: Bad Religion: How We Became A Nation of Heritics (New York: Free Press, 2012). Timothy Keller’s review states: “Not only is Ross Douthat’s account of orthodox Christianity’s decline provocative, but his critique of today’s ascendant heresies is compelling. This volume is a sustained proof of Chesterton’s thesis that when people turn from God, 'they don’t believe in nothing—they believe in anything.' Everyone who is interested in why the church is faring as it is in U.S. culture today needs to get this book.”





� See Douthat, Bad Religion, page 91.





� Ibid.





� “Angela Davis Defense upsets United Presbyterian Church” The Prescott Courier (July 12,1971) � HYPERLINK "http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=886&dat=19710712&id=96dMAAAAIBAJ&sjid=cFADAAAAIBAJ&pg=2989,2489696" �http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=886&dat=19710712&id=96dMAAAAIBAJ&sjid=cFADAAAAIBAJ&pg=2989,2489696� )





� Presbyterian News Service reports on General Assembly  action urging taco bell boycott: � HYPERLINK "http://archive.wfn.org/2002/06/msg00344.html" �http://archive.wfn.org/2002/06/msg00344.html� 





� This is the overture passed at the 2012 General Assembly on the Ahava boycott: � HYPERLINK "https://pc-biz.org/IOBView.aspx?m=ro&id=3775" �https://pc-biz.org/IOBView.aspx?m=ro&id=3775� 





� See PC(USA) website for article about General Assembly and support of Occupy movement: � HYPERLINK "http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/phewa/phewa-and-220th-general-assembly-2012-pittsburgh-p/" �http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/phewa/phewa-and-220th-general-assembly-2012-pittsburgh-p/� 





� � HYPERLINK "http://juicyecumenism.com/2014/06/20/pcusa-votes-for-anti-israel-divestment/" �http://juicyecumenism.com/2014/06/20/pcusa-votes-for-anti-israel-divestment/� 
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