
Churches that disaffiliated from the PCUSA (this list is illustrative, not exhaustive) 

Church name City, State Members PCUSA Presbytery Action(s) taken Affiliate with

Boone Memorial Caldwell, Idaho 224 Boise Congregation voted 3/17/13 to disaffiliate from the PCUSA. Pastor also renounced jurisdiction of 

PCUSA.  Presbytery received notification of both actions on 3/18/13. On 3/28/13 four members of 

congregation filed a remedial complaint with presbytery PJC and three members of the PJC agreed to 

a stay of enforcement. On 4/6/13 presbytery voted to elect an administrative commission to the 

congregation. Church has joined the EPC.

EPC

First  Jacksonville, Ore. 327 Cascades Under the disaffiliation agreement with the presbytery, the congregation must pay $37,950 in three 

annual parments of $12,650. Congregation was received as a transitional member in the EPC’s West 

Presbytery in June 2010 from PCUSA. Dismissed on 7/2/2010.

EPC

Community Howey-in-the-Hills, 

Fla.

140 Central Florida Presbytery refused the church’s request on 6/5/12 to dismiss it. The congregation held its inaugural 

service on 6/10/12 at the Lakes and Hills Covenant Fellowship at the Lakeside Pavilion. The site is a 

temporary location. According to a straw poll taken, only eight members of the church indicated they 

would remain if the church separated.

ECO

Cle Elum Community Cle Elum, Wash. 130 Central Washington At the October  2011 meeting, the presbytery approved the congregation’s request to disaffiliate 

from the denomination with its property. The action became final on 1/6/2012. The once federated 

church is now a member of the American Baptist Churches of the Northwest. The congregation 

agreed to pay two years of per capita on the members of the Presbyterian roll to the presbytery. 

Presbytery removed its name from the property deed.

American Baptist 

Churches of the 

Northwest

Church By The 

Woods

Sharonville, Ohio 62 Cincinnati Congregation voted to disaffiliate from the PCUSA in nearly unanimous balloting in response to the 

recent passage of Amendment 10A. Congregation dismissed by presbytery to EPC in September 2012 

EPC

Holtsinger Memorial Cincinnati, Ohio 38 Cincinnati Congregation voted to disaffiliate from the PCUSA in nearly unanimous balloting in response to the 

recent passage of Amendment 10A. Congregation dismissed by presbytery to EPC in March 2012.

EPC

Russellville Russellville, Ohio 41 Cincinnati Congregation voted to disaffiliate from the PCUSA in nearly unanimous balloting in response to the 

recent passage of Amendment 10A. Congregation dismissed by presbytery to EPC in March 2012.

EPC

Forks of the 

Brandywine

Glenmoore, Pa. 207 Donegal 139 voted 136-3 for immediate disaffiliation; filed lawsuit for property. EPC

Great Valley Malvern, Pa. 221 Donegal 181 voted 179-2 for immediate disaffiliation; filed lawsuit for property. EPC

Upper Octorara Parkesburg, Pa. 268 Donegal 124 voted 113-11 for immediate disaffiliation; filed lawsuit for property. EPC

Struthers Struthers, Ohio 180 Eastminster Congregation voted 97 percent in favor of disaffiliation; On 1/5/10 the congregation obtained a 

temporary restraining order from Judge James C. Evans of Mahoning County Common Pleas Court 

barring the presbytery from attempting to assert control over the local church’s real estate or 

financial assets.
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Hudson Hudson, Ohio 502 Eastminster Congregation voted 162-61 for disaffiliation. A magistrate in Summit County Common Pleas Court 

ruled on Oct. 26, that the property at Hudson Presbyterian Church belongs to the congregation, 

rejecting the argument of the presbytery that all property of the church is held in trust for the 

denomination as outlined in the PCUSA constitution. On 5/23/08 Judge Mary F. Spicer upheld the 

magistrate's ruling. On 2/4/09 an appellate court upheld the decision. On 6/17/09 the Supreme 

Court of Ohio finalized the earlier decisions by declining jurisdiction in the case.

EPC

Timberridge McDonough, Ga. 350 Greater Atlanta 219 (62.5% of members) voted. 205 members (94%) voted for immediate disaffiliation from the 

PCUSA and 14 (6%) voted against leaving. Church offered to settle the litigation – if the presbytery 

first will consider dismissing the church with its property. In a 4-3 opinion issued on 11/21/11, the 

Georgia Supreme Court ruled that the PCUSA owned the church property, saying that Timberridge 

was a part of a “hierarchical denomination” whose constitution includes a “trust clause,” and 

membership in such a denomination implies that a local church has consented to placing its property 

in trust, even if the local church never explicitly expressed such consent. In June 2012, the U.S. 

Supreme Court denied the request to review the case. The remnant remain with 110 on the rolls.  

Administrative Commission dismissed May 2, 2013

Split: EPC, PCUSA

First Ada, Ohio 80 Maumee Valley The congregation voted 53-0 by written ballot in mid-October 2012 to disaffiliate the PCUSA and 

affiliate with the EPC. The next week, the church informed the presbytery of its decision. Ada opted 

to disaffiliate rather than seek dismissal because of issues other churches had in leaving the PCUSA. 

A six-member Administrative Commission was formed 1/22/13 work with the church.

EPC

Lebanon Lebanon, Ohio 894 Miami Valley voted 304-8 to disaffiliate from the PCUSA and join a transitional presbytery of the EPC. Presbytery 

voted unanimously 1/12/12 to dissolve Lebanon Presbyterian Church (LPC) and approved a covenant 

of gracious dismissal. According to the separation agreement, LPC agreed to give $34,148 to Miami 

Valley – the equivalent of the church’s per-capita payment for 2012. The agreement also requires 

LPC to spend $15,000 to support an African medical mission partnership previously agreed to by the 

church and presbytery. The covenant also restricts either side from pursuing any legal actions against 

the other. 

EPC

Lawrence Campbell, Minn. 34 Minnesota Valleys  Congregation is working with AC appointed Feb. 2013 to disassociate N/A

San Pablo Brownsville, Texas Mission At its Feb. 5 meeting, 17 members attended, 10 voted to leave the denomination; 6 voted to stay, 

and one abstained. The church and pastors renounced jurisdiction on 2/10/12. The presbytery on 

2/13/12 sent letters to the pastors of the churches instructing them to retrieve their books and 

personal items and turn in their church keys “[n]o later than Friday, February 16, 2012.” The 

congregation now meets as Jesus Reigns Presbyterian Church.

EPC
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Iglesia Presbiteriana 

Getsemani

San Benito, Texas 78 Mission At its Jan. 29 meeting, 45 members attended the annual congregational meeting on January 29, 

2012.   Forty members voted to leave the denomination; five voted to stay. The church and pastors 

renounced jurisdiction on 2/10/12. The presbytery on 2/13/12 sent letters to the pastors of the 

churches instructing them to retrieve their books and personal items and turn in their church keys 

“[n]o later than Friday, February 16, 2012.” They named the new congregation San Benito 

Presbyterian Church

EPC

El Principe de Paz Mercedes, Texas 55 Mission At its Jan. 29 meeting, 42 members attended the congregational meeting, held on January 29, 2012.  

40 members voted to leave the denomination; 2 voted to stay. The church and pastors renounced 

jurisdiction on 2/10/12. The presbytery on 2/13/12 sent letters to the pastors of the churches 

instructing them to retrieve their books and personal items and turn in their church keys “[n]o later 

than Friday, February 16, 2012.” They now meet as Genesis Presbyterian Church. Elders were 

examined by EPC on 10/21/12 and the congregation was received as full members of the EPC.

EPC

Grace Chapel Madison, Miss. 220 Mississippi The church voted to immediately leave the PCUSA. The Madison County Chancery Court ruled in 

March the church held a clear title to its property. The church was seeking a temporary restraining 

order to prevent the presbytery from violating a final declaratory judgment that resolved a property 

ownership lawsuit. Mississippi Presbytery moved the church's request to U.S. District Court, saying 

there was a federal question about the free exercise of religion under the First Amendment to the 

U.S. Constitution. But U.S. District Court Judge Daniel P. Jordan III said there was no such question. 

His ruling sends the church's motion back to Madison County Chancery Court.

EPC

First Pascagoula, Miss. 466 Mississippi On 4/29/12, 188 voted to disaffiliate, 16 voted to stay and two abstained. Presbytery voted to dimiss 

church on 5/17/12. 

EPC

First Ocean Springs, Miss. 405 Mississippi On 4/29/12,  240 members voted to disaffiliate from the PCUSA, three voted to stay associated with 

the denomination, and four abstained from the voting. Presbytery voted to dimiss church on 

5/17/12.

EPC

Westminster 

Community

Canton, Ohio 111 Muskingum Valley On 5/15/11, congregation voted 53-9-2 to affiliate [by transfer] with the EPC; and 52-10-2 to be 

dismissed with their property by presbytery. On 1/15/12 session approved making a gift of $5,000 

(to be paid out in not more than 5 years at a minimum rate of $1,000/year) to be given in the name 

of both MVP andchurch to one or more local ministries, charities or community service organizations 

mutually agreed upon. Presbytery approved the transfer 3/10/12.

EPC

Darlington Darlington, S.C. 407 New Harmony  Church voted 197-51 to disaffiliate. Presbytery formed an administrative commission. A formal 

reception service was held 4/1/12 to welcome church into the EPC.

EPC

Rivermont Lynchburg, Va. 911 Peaks Congregation voted 95% to leave PCUSA; exit toll of 30% of the $3,775,498 value of property EPC
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Riverside Linn Grove, Iowa 124 Prospect Hill congregation voted 83-0 to petition for membership in the PCA; presbytery filed lawsuit for property PCA

Covenant Ligonier, Pa. 425 Redstone Presbytery lawsuit filed 12/20/11 in Westmoreland County, saying church has refused to comply 

with the steps required to leave the PCUSA. The congregation issued a list of reasons for wanting to 

withdraw, including opposition to the national policy that allows gays in the pulpit and in church 

leadership positions. In Nov., the presbytery’s Administrative Commission reported that it assumed 

Original Jurisdiction of the session of the church. Received Feb. 2010 into the EPC from PCUSA

EPC

Sonoma Springs Las Cruces, N.M. 200 Sierra Blanca The church voted in June of 2011 to disaffiliate from the PCUSA and Sierra Blanca Presbytery. 

Presbytery appointed an administrative commission in July. Church representatives met with the 

commission one time officially and kept open informal communication. The presbytery offered to 

renounce any future claims of property ownership and trust interest if church agreed to pay its 

remaining per-capita and mission funds for 2011. Both sides agreed to terms in December. The 

church also agreed that the property would revert to Sierra Blanca if within five years the church 

ceased to exist. Church officials will meet with the Mid-South Conference of the ECC at the 

denomination’s annual meeting on April 20. The church hopes to be formally received by June.

ECC

Eastminster Wichita, Kan. 2,302 Southern Kansas The congregation voted 650-17 to disaffiliate from the PCUSA. The disaffiliation would be “effective 

upon notification by session to the Presbytery of Southern Kansas as soon as possible following 

adjournment.”   The church was dismissed by the presbytery to the EPC effective Aug. 31. The  

congregation will make a gift of “$220,000 payable over four years representing multiple years of per-

capita tax and “$80,000 payable over four years for the continued support and the right to use 

Westminster Woods at the regular established use charges.”

EPC

First Kokomo, Ind. 556 Wabash Valley voted 270 to 38 to disaffiliate from PCUSA and seek membership in the EPC EPC


