
 

 

 

 

July 1, 2014 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Presbytery of Florida, 

We — and perhaps you — have learned that the transitional presbytery administrator of Tropical 
Florida Presbytery emailed a  letter to PCUSA presbytery executives and middle governing body 
officials dated June 12, 2014, a document that we believe is intended as a call to punitive action 
against fellow Christians who rightfully exercise freedom of conscience. The letter is attached to 
this email. If you haven’t read it already, we encourage you to do so. 

Without foundation or factual evidence, the email attacks the legitimacy of ECO, assails the 
character of its leadership, and questions the ethical conduct of pastors formerly of Tropical Florida 
Presbytery.  The email also implies that TFP may challenge the legitimacy of two current ECO 
pastoral relationships in the Presbytery of Florida, relationships that are viewed by TFP as 
violations of the “reversionary clause” of the churches’ terms of dismissal from PCUSA to ECO. 

We reject the history of events and the characterization of ECO leaders and members described in 
the email. ECO Synod and Presbytery of Florida leaders have reviewed the TFP administrator’s 
assertions and are prepared to document the legitimacy of the actions taken by the COM of the 
(former) Presbytery of the East. We believe these matters must be addressed as violations of both 
denominational and interdenominational relations.   

We are certain that this story will continue to unfold, and we will share it with you as events 
develop. For now, we ask your prayers and support for the Presbytery of Florida as we seek to 
advance our presbytery and denomination and our shared life and ministry together, making every 
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  

With gratitude for being in ministry with you, 

                         

The Rev. Walter “Lucky” Arnold, Moderator          The Rev. Michael A. DeArruda, Stated Clerk 

revluck@aol.com                statedclerkpof@gmail.com 

561-622-8818         727-642-2090     
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